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Five Main Findings

A Comprehensive Study of African, Caribbean, and Black Community (ACB) Associations in Canada

We Identified Over 400 Active ACB Associations-and That Is Just the Beginning

A search of only seven keywords in the federal Corporations Canada registry returned 417
active organizations, a significant undercount, with the true national total well above 1,000
once provincial, unincorporated, and faith-based groups are included.

These Associations Collectively Generate an Estimated $90—170 million in Annual
Economic Activity

Based on federal disclosures, organizational financials, and community lending through
ROSCA:s, the study estimates $90—170 million in annual economic activity, potentially $1
billion or more once all 400+ associations report fully.

They Are Doing the Government’s Job-Funded Entirely by the Communities They
Serve

ACB associations deliver housing, mental health, settlement, legal aid, and youth
employment, services government is mandated to provide, while receiving just 0.03% of large
Canadian foundation grants in return.

Electoral Engagement Is an Underdeveloped Area Across the Sector

Only one of the ten associations studied, ICCA, had a documented voter engagement
program; broader civic participation and engagement with local MPs remains limited, and
tends to vary depending on the party in power. Strengthening ACB associations is essential to
ensure Canadian democratic institutions and is a neglected voting bloc (41% Canada-born).

The Core Problem Is Structural: No Funding, No Capacity, No Continuity

None of the associations in our sample had policy staff or multi-year funding; all depended on
volunteer labour and galas to survive, not because of organizational weakness, but because
the institutional infrastructure other diaspora communities-built decades ago was never made
available to ACB communities.

Full report: A Comprehensive Study of African, Caribbean, and Black (ACB) Community Associations
in Canada. CanAfro Research Institute, April 2026.

Full Report will be available on various national media outlets and our website -
https://www.canafroinstitute.com/
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